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“[B]ut in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to 

anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect” (1 

Peter 3:15) 
 

Peter teaching the converted heathens as Luther says to be patient and kind. Patients and kindness can 

become in short supply—often. We might want to blame it on this or that situation, which is out of the 

normal, but ever stop to think that is just life. Nothing normal to it. We go from one hard situation to another. 

From one trying time to another. In all of it, we are called as Christians to be patient and kind to our 

neighbors. We can be because Christ was patient and kind to us in our sin. Christ our Lord came and 

delivered us from our sins, dealt with us in love, patients, and kindness all the while still being reviled by the 

world and people He came to save.  

 This patients and kindness extend to when we are making a defense for our hope in the middle 

of abnormal situations that come up in life. It is during these times important topics tend to surface like an 

enemy submarine waiting to take a shot at us. We need to be ready as Paul tells Timothy, “…be ready in 

season and out of season” (2 Tim. 4:2) to defend our faith. The problem is found in the stressful, unusual, 

straining nature of the situation. When someone asks us about or challenges something, we believe we can 

become edgy and angry. Instead of answering them, we rebuke them chastising them for not understanding 

or having a lack of faith (in the instances of a fellow Christian). We are anything but gentle and respectful.  

Gentleness and respect, we are called on to use when making a defense of our hope. These people 

who are challenging our beliefs are doing so because they are thinking about these topics. These submarines 

of topics have surfaced, and they are trying to deal with them. We are being given an opportunity to confess 

our faith and give them hope and comfort we have in Christ Jesus our Lord. Even if we are being attacked. 

Rude, mean, disrespectful, unkind language and actions will only cause the person to close their ears to you 

and no longer listen to what you have to say (by the way the only time you have done apologetics wrong is 

when the person won’t talk to you any longer).  

How do we keep calm and confess in the face of the anger and accusations which can be hurled at us? 

Answer. Remembering at the end of the day our hope is not in converting the person to Christianity but in 

Christ. Our future is already ours because Christ died on the cross and forgave our sins giving us eternal life. 

We face these people, we speak to these people, in the hope of eternal life. No matter the outcome of our 

conversation we still have eternal life. All we are doing is telling the person they have the same hope and joy 

in Christ Jesus that we have.  

 

 

Your Servant in Christ,  

Pastor Welton 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Pastor, how do I keep giving through the Corona virus shut down?  
The Answer is simple: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Used with permission by the author Rev. Chad Schopp 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------- 

Address Changes: 
Katie Cacho (Reck) Olivia & MaKenzie    
216 S. Centennial PO Box 104 
Wentworth, SD 57075-0104 
 
Ashes & Kayla Dean ~ Braeleigh & Zhavia 
205 S. Centennial Ave. PO Box 116 
Wentworth, SD 57075-0116 
 
 

 

 

 

 



2020 Congregational Statistics 
 

January ~ February ~ March 
 

Baptized membership      236   
Confirmed membership                                        179 
Households        119 
 

13 Worship Opportunities this Quarter – 3 Church Services Cancelled (1 weather; 2 COVID-19) 
Average Sunday attendance this quarter, members     98 

             42% of Baptized members attended per Sunday this quarter 
51% of Baptized members (120 out of 236) attended less than ½ or none of the quarter (does not include shut-ins) 

44% of Baptized members (105 out of 236) attended more than ½ of this quarter                       
 

Average Sunday attendance this quarter, members & visitors 106 
[# counted w/visitors from attendance book]  Average # of visitors this quarter 8 
   

5 Special Services (1 cancelled COVID-19) - Average Special Service attendance this quarter, members     68  
               29% of members attended Special Service this quarter                            

Average Special Service attendance this quarter, members & visitors    71 
 

8 Communion Opportunities this quarter (1 cancelled COVID-19) – Does not include shut-ins 
48% of Communicant members (86 out of 179) have communed 0 to less than half this quarter. 
45% of Communicant members (81 out of 179) communed more than half this quarter  

 
Sunday School age enrollment: Pre – 8th Grade: 39 *** 9th – 12th Grade: 15 = 54 (2 regular visitors)                 
Average attendance of children enrolled – 22 or 41% (1 Cancelled weather; 3 COVID-19) 
  *Includes Youth Group                                        out of 13 Sundays 
Average number of guests – 0 
  *Does not include Youth Group 

 

  Official Acts: 

Baptism: 
Jacob Raethz Heidelberger: Born June 06, 2009 ~ Baptized January 26, 2020 
Reagan Marie Baumberger: Born January 24, 2020 ~ Baptized February 9, 2020 
  
Junior confirmation: 
Adult confirmation: 
Affirmation of faith: 
 
Transfer In: 
 
Transfer Out: 
Released to Non-LCMS Church: 
 
Wedding:  
 

Funeral:  
Please note: our statistics for the first and second quarter will be impacted by 
COVID-19 shut down.  



St. Peters Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
UNOFFICIAL Special Council meeting minutes 

March 18, 2020 
 

Council President, Shawn Martin, called to order the special council meeting of St. Peters LCMS at 
19:35 pm (6:35 pm) on Wednesday, March 18, 2020 at St. Peters fellowship hall. 
 
ATTENDANCE: Pastor Welton, Shawn Martin, Gale Maas, Terry Reck, Todd Keupp, Mike 
Tammen, Russ Mendel, Jason Fischer, Dave Beeck, Kory Reck (Acting Secretary)  
 
Pastor Welton opened the meeting with a prayer 
 
Pastor discussed COVID-19 information and the church. 
  
Shawn Martin read the letter put together by Pastor and the Elders. 
 
Russ Mendel asked to add the mailing address for the church at the end of the letter. 
 
The Council held discussions on the Financials of the Church. Church treasurer, Dave Beeck, 
mentioned all bills were current; there is $1800.00 in the checking account and $3000.00 will need 
to be paid by the end of the month. It was mentioned to use our “Thrivent Choice Dollars” towards 
our monthly bills instead of our “building funds”. 
 
There was also discussion on our church services going forward. A motion by Russ Mendel and a 
2nd by Terry Reck to have no church services on Sunday, March 22; Wednesday, March 25 and 
Sunday, March 29. Motion passed. 
 
Pastor Welton will discuss with the Elders on the continuation of Confirmation classes. Discussion 
will also take place with the parents of the Confirmation students. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 20:35 pm (8:35 pm). 
 
Respectfully submitted by Kory Reck – acting secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

OFFERINGS 
St. Peters Lutheran Church 

January 1, 2020 – March 31, 2020 
FUND     AVG. GIFT       TOTAL GIVEN 
Sunday school    $15.26        $137.31 
Missions     $20.00        $40.00 
Memorial Fund    $570.00        $570.00 
Main St. Living    $50.00        $50.00 
Lutherans For Life   $50.00        $50.00 
Harvest Grant    $2,000.00        $2,000.00 
General     $103.45        $37,965.31 
Doxology     $68.93        $206.80 
Building     $302.90        $3,937.70 
  



Life Has Changed … 

by Rev. Jeff Duncan, Mission & Ministry Director for “Lutherans For Life” 
 

Life as we know it has changed! The novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2), the cause of the 
disease COVID-19, has our lives in confusion, hysteria, and despair. Or does it? 
 

The devil rejoices when Christians are separated from the gifts of God in Word and 

Sacrament. Governing authorities take precautions. The public welfare is considered, and 
policies are dictated. In Nebraska, the directive limits gathering in public events to 10 or 
fewer souls. How is the Church—your local church—going to continue? The norm of our 

weekly worship life is disrupted. Fear and uncertainty abound. Clergy, boards of elders, and 
church councils are sent scrambling for quick decisions. Strategies are discussed, 
alternatives are weighed, and announcements are published. The Word of the Lord shall 

endure! 
 

In reality, life as we know it has not changed at all!  
 

From the sin of Adam and Eve came the entrance of death into the Garden. For a time, it 

appeared the Serpent had won. Out of the despair of falling into sin and judgment came a 
promise. 
 

“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 
her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel” (Genesis 

3:15).  
 

God Himself has delivered on this promise. Salvation has come in a Son, conceived of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 

born under the law,
 
to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 

receive adoption as sons” (Galatians 4:4-5).  
  

Now we have received the gift of adoption into His Life at the cross of our redemption. Sins 
are forgiven as the Lord suffered the full wrath of the Father’s judgment, drinking it down to 
the dregs. Dying, He lives! Resurrected to new life, He redeems us from sin, death, and the 

power of the devil. Raised in glory to the right hand of God, He bestows the power to 
become sons of the Father in our Baptisms. 
 

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, 

in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we 
too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death 
like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his” (Romans 

6:3-5).  
 

This is the life that we continue to live today, despite the struggles and tribulations that life 
in a sin-filled world continues throwing at us daily. 
 

Though devils all the world should fill, all eager to devour us,  
We tremble not, we fear no ill; They shall not over-pow’r us. 

This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce as he will, He can harm us none. 
He’s judged; the deed is done; One little word can fell him.” 

(LSB 656, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”, vs. 3) 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zI80YuInOg9Myz02IIHO_SicMYEBys38yvKpsZK-NydiUYL-beDWGDeRYlgZHJVme3RsNdSEy-vTRlTq9_Q1WYbslsQFXJHcPvlOFVWawa-NZefCsszOiqdxblE-pOX7YBmJYpMoQ7fHjrJ7Lzaws27ERZtvo7KS8RDGoy2ABustEAg0M1dcLt1-R5rwTUNRvxgEB5WWggk=&c=jVgepVI9ILLlN-Di3ZDr0x0lqAxD40v-jIPT14lMkEfnaxzNgkolgA==&ch=FOmqbk8m2QZ3UdFLBo9J27zyHbgfPdM2eT9kcT0E06stmo6g09hdjg==


Life, salvation, redemption, forgiveness, restoration, justification, sanctification, heaven—all 
little words that fell the devil. The greatest is “Jesus”! For He will save His people from their 
sins! This is the promise given so long ago and delivered to all believers. At the sound of 

Jesus’ voice calling us from the grave, we shall rise to the newness of life—created, 
redeemed, and called by God to be with Him forever in His heavenly reward. 
 

Precautions and careful actions are indeed warranted. As Christians, we seek to serve our 
Lord by caring for the least of these. First, we care for our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Then, we care by reaching out with Christ’s love and forgiveness to the world that awaits to 
hear His Word and believe. SARS-CoV-2 and the COVID-19 disease are serious. But life as 
we know it has not changed. It is still found only in the One Who gives us life—our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
 

For a time, prudent measures call us out of the comfort of our regular routine. A large 

Sunday Bible class followed by vibrant, choir-filled voices of worship and orderly procession 
to the Lord’s Supper may be curtailed momentarily. A temporary refrain indeed, but life goes 

on! The Word endures in your reading and family devotions. Your Baptism remains God’s 
gracious gift of adoption, never fading as you cling to the promises God spoke over you in 
His name.  
 

Most likely, your pastor, the board of elders, the church council, as well as all your 
leadership and mission groups covet your prayers and continuing support. Remember the 

tithes and offerings. Even as you may not regularly attend due to required compliance with 
community guidelines and restrictions, the cost of maintaining buildings and supporting your 

shepherd(s) do not change. Ministries like Lutherans For Life will continue providing their 
service, even as conferences and workshops are being canceled or postponed. Is it time to 
renew an annual membership that has possibly lapsed in ongoing support of the 

great work LFL remains vigilant to complete?  
 

Your neighbor needs not only your prayers, but maybe your help too. Look for ways to safely 
deliver groceries or medicines. Or is it possible to do light-duty cleaning or laundry for your 
elderly members? A call for conversation, a card of remembrance and prayer, an offer to 

drive them to a doctor’s appointment if needed—these are all ways to look after those 
vulnerable to this virus and disease. Look for ways you can share to be a brother or a sister 
in Christ in these trying times. 
 

Jesus said, “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the 

world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world” (John 
16:33). Sin continues to disrupt, and the effects of the fallen world continue to cause 
suffering. The devil continues to tempt us away from faith and trust in the work of God as we 

see this turmoil increasing. And Christ Jesus continues to deliver His followers out of all this 
world’s doom, gloom, and disease! Life—as we know it in Jesus—has not changed! Take 
heart, dear Christians! In Jesus there remains a peace beyond any worldly understanding. 

He has already overcome it all, for YOU!  
 

May you remain strong and healthy in Christ Who sustains your peace, now and forever! 
 

Used with permission by Rev. Jeff Duncan, Mission & Ministry Director for “Lutherans For Life” 
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

Newsletter Article – May 2020 

 

Our Savior calls us to follow Him in generosity. “For I have given you an example, that you also should do 

just as I have done to you.” (John 13:15) We cannot give our lives for the salvation of the world, of course. 

Praise God – that job’s already done! 

 

But with hearts full of thanksgiving for what Jesus has given us, we can follow Jesus’ example of generous 

giving. And this is not merely an example alone. It’s also our Lord’s command. “The one who contributes, 

(let him give) in generosity.” (Rom. 12:8) 

 

So, when we give to help others who are in need, and when we bring offerings to the Lord, we should strive 

to heed His command and follow the pattern He has established for us. Jesus did not give us leftovers. He 

gave His best. So, we should not give leftovers, either, but the first and best of what He has given us. Jesus 

did not give as an afterthought, but according to the plan of salvation God established from the foundation of 

the world. 

 

So, when it comes to our offerings to the Lord, we should make a thoughtful plan to give generously, in 

proportion to the way He has blessed us. Like the Macedonian Christians, who gave according to their ability 

– and even beyond their ability (2 Cor. 8:3) – we can and should give a generous portion of the income that 

God provides us to honor the Lord. 

 

So also, we should give freely, just as Jesus gave freely for us. There is no compulsion involved in our works 

of love and our offerings to the Lord. Nor do we give grudgingly. We should give freely and cheerfully 

because we want to out of thanksgiving. “Each as he purposes in his heart,” as the Lord says. (2 Cor. 9:7) 

There is no New Testament ceremonial law involved here. Rather, we are free to give as generously as our 

Savior has given for us. 

 

In the same way, our Lord teaches us to give generously out of love – love for Him and for our neighbor. 

Genuine love is always love in deed (1 John 3:18), love such as Jesus showed us all.  It is love that sees our 

neighbor in need and gives generously to help him. It is love that hears the Word of the Lord and does what 

it says. If we truly love, we give generously. If we give without love, our giving is not truly following Jesus. 

 

Finally, we follow Jesus in generosity when we give for a good purpose to thank the Lord and support His 

gospel ministry and other works of mercy. The people of Israel gave generously for the service of God’s 

gospel purposes, to construct and support the operation of the tabernacle. For that was the place where the 

Lord received the Old Testament sacrifices, through which He bestowed the forgiveness of sins on His 

people. So, they gave abundantly – so abundantly that they had to be told to stop giving. (Ex. 36:5-6) 

 

In the same way, we should bring generous offerings to support the Lord’s work of bestowing His gifts of 

forgiveness, life, and salvation in our congregations through the preaching and teaching of His Word, 

Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper. We should support the Lord’s work of caring for those who are poor and 

needy. 

 

Our Savior calls us to follow His example in generous giving. Let us then, with thankful hearts, rededicate 

ourselves to following Him in generosity. 

 



Diaper Derby 
 
 

From Mother’s Day, May 10, 2020 until Father’s 
Day, June 21, we will be collecting disposable 

diapers, wipes, other baby items, and cash. This 
is a mission project for Lutherans for Life. Donations 
will go to the Alpha Center in Sioux Falls or Option-1 in Brookings. Both 

organizations support LIFE. Please like both Option-1 and Alpha Center on 
Facebook. 

 

 
2019 ~ St. Peters’ collected:  

1,125 diapers. 2,952 wipes. 1 outfit. 8 hangers. 3 onesies. 1 jumper. 2 swaddlers. 1 
bib/bootie set. 2 changing table covers. 4 receiving blankets. 1 baby blanket and 2 

Aquaphor diaper rash creams. 
Those are impressive numbers!  Let us all come together and beat these numbers to help 

babies and families in need! Diaper Derby results from other congregations will be hanging 
up in the Narthex of the church. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Congratulations to our High School 

Graduates! 
   

Isaac Heidelberger, Graduate of Chester Area High School, Chester, SD May 16 
Chase Hemmer, Graduate of Colman/Egan High School, Colman, SD May 09  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



To read the Bible in one year: 
SUGGESTED BIBLE READINGS FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 

 

     DATE FIRST READING SECOND READING 

May 1 1 Samuel 2:1-10 Titus, Philemon 

May 2 Psalm 121 Hebrews 1-4 

May 3 Psalm 122 Hebrews 5-7 

May 4 Psalm 123 Hebrews 8-10 
May 5 Psalm 124 Hebrews 11-13 

May 6 Psalm 125 James 1-3 

May 7 Psalm 126 James 4-5 

May 8 Psalm 127 1 Peter 1-2 

May 9 Psalm 128 1 Peter 3-5 

May 10 Psalm 129 2 Peter 

May 11 Psalm 130 1 John 1-3 

May 12 Psalm 131 1 John 4-5 

May 13 Psalm 132 2 & 3 John, Jude 

May 14 Psalm 133 John 1-2 

May 15 Psalm 134 John 3-4 

May 16 Psalm 135 John 5-6 

May 17 Psalm 136 John 7-8 

May 18 Psalm 137 John 9-10 
May 19 Psalm 138 John 11-12 

May 20 Psalm 139 John 13-14 

May 21 Psalm 140 John 15-16 

May 22 Psalm 141 John 17-18 

May 23 Psalm 142 John 19 

May 24 Psalm 143 John 20-21 

May 25 Psalm 144 Acts 1-2 

May 26 Psalm 145 Acts 3-4 

May 27 Psalm 146 Acts 5-6 

May 28 Psalm 147 Acts 7-8 

May 29 Psalm 148 Acts 9-10 

May 30 Psalm 149 Acts 11-12 

May 31 1 Samuel 2:1-10 Acts 13-14 



May Baptismal Birthdays 
May, 1936    Arlene DeJabet   934 E. Maplewood Dr. Madison, SD 57042 

May 1, 2005   Emma Hess    46970 241st St. Dell Rapids, SD 57022 

May 1, 2005  Layne Hess    46970 241st St. Dell Rapids, SD 57022 

May 1, 2011   Elijah William Kelly DeGroot PO Box 241 Volga, SD 57071 

May 1, 1960    Shawn Tracy Martin   24106 461st Ave. Chester, SD 57016 

May 4, 1975    Russ Ray Mendel    6249 Dakota Ave. Madison, SD 57042 

May 5, 1968    Micheal Edward Tammen  46215 234th St. Wentworth, SD 57075 

May 6, 2012    Darwin Paul Lindholm   46038 234th St. Wentworth, SD 57075 

May 7, 1952    James Francis DeVaney  914 S. Highland Madison, SD 57042 

May 10, 1988   Jenna Marie Baumberger  45796 234th St. Wentworth, SD 57075 

May 15, 1992   Mindy Rae Olinger   614 SE 3rd St. Madison, SD 57042 

May 18, 1952  Thomas Ray Graff   46074 232nd St. Wentworth, SD 57075 

May 18, 1991  Lacey ReAnna Gehrels  46446 230th St. Wentworth, SD 57075 

May 19, 1963   Jill Diane Martin   24106 461st Ave. Chester, SD 57016 

May 23, 1937   Rudolph Leslie Schmidt  204 SE 5th St. Wentworth, SD 57075 

May 30, 1943   Shelia Diane Gerry   23686 465th Ave. Wentworth, SD 57075 

  

 
Happy Baptismal Birthday!! 
 
From your brothers and sisters  
in Christ 
 
“Whoever believes and is baptized 
will be saved” Mark 16:16a 



 

 

 

 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

May 1, 1952 Terry Reck 

May 6, 1933 Joann Hotchkin 

May 6, 1960 Julie Gehrels 

May 10, 1977 Kory Reck 

May 13, 1936 Rosie Alverson 

May 13, 1943 Shelia Gerry 

May 14, 1937 Rudolph Schmidt 

May 21, 1970 Leslie Heidelberger III 

May 21, 2012 Maddox Maas 

May 26, 1962 Greg Teal 

May 29, 1981 Shelly Broghammer 

 


