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Theology of Emergency Chaplaincy Part 2 

 

The Lutheran Chaplain has the unique ability to bring to light not only the comfort but the root cause of 

the pain and suffering in the world. The Lutheran Chaplain will not hide the truth from those he seeks to 

help but will boldly reveal the truth in love and gentleness to all. Only when the root, sin, has been 

revealed can the comfort of the victory of Jesus on the cross come to comfort all those who are suffering. 

The Christus Victor theme of atonement becomes predominant in the work of the chaplain. Christus 

Victor becomes the hope of both the one experiencing the emergency and the first responder. While the 

whole of doctrine is not to be ignored in these times the victory of Christ over a sin broken world 

becomes somewhat of a mantra of the Lutheran Chaplain. Always pointing people away from their own 

failed attempts at victory over sin and back to the Victor who was not and shall not be defeated.   

 The Lutheran Chaplain extends the mission of the church by reaching out to these hurting souls 

with the care of souls. During this time the Lutheran Chaplain will not be actively proselytizing but will 

bring the only goods he has for comforting these hurting soulsðthe blood of Christ. In this way, the 

mission of proclaiming Christ crucified for the forgiveness of sins to the world will be extended within 

the work of the Lutheran Chaplain. This can be summed up well by the Collect of the Day for Proper 7 

Series A: ñO God, because Your abiding presence always goes with us, keep us aware of Your daily 

mercies that we may lie secure and content in Your eternal love; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.ò We pray 

that God would always remind us of His abiding presence and how fitting to the work of the Chaplain. 

The one who in the middle of the disaster becomes the outward visible presence of God in chaos.  

 Finally, the tools the Lutheran Chaplain brings with him is a set made up at the center with the 

Word of God and prayer. Surrounding this can be the liturgy, hymnals, devotions, the Pastoral Care 

Companion, the Visitation Book (from CPH), and the depth of the Chaplainôs knowledge of the scripture. 

Bringing these tools with the understanding there is no blanket answer, no one size fits all prayer or 

devotion equips the Lutheran Chaplain to bring comfort and pastoral care to the hurting and suffering of 

the world. There are two final tools that the Chaplain has which every Chaplain is equipped with. The first 

is two ears. These ears are made to listen to the story, the suffering, the anguish, the questions, the 

demands of those he is called to minister too. The second is questions. Often the most powerful form of 

communication the Chaplain has is not to provide answers but to ask questions which lead the 

conversation, the person, toward the right understanding in light of Godôs Word.  

 The chaplain's works are hard work. Work in the heat of suffering in the middle of the battle of sin 

and the devil for the lives and souls of Godôs people. Here stands the Chaplain. Not by himself or for 

himself, but with the steadfast presence of God. The Chaplain can hear the suffering of the people and 

speak as Jesus spoke peace. Not a worldly peace, promising of things going perfectly here and now, but of 

an eternal peace which comes from Jesus Christ winning victory on the cross over a sin broken world. It 

is the chaplain who assures the firefighter, EMT, Officer, victim God has not forgotten them, abandoned 

them, or hated them. On the contrary, God loved them so much He sent His only Son to die for them so 

that they might believe and have eternal life, have the assurance of peace in this chaos.  

 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Welton 

 



The Lutheran ChurchðMissouri Synod 

 
LCMS Stewardship Ministry  

 

Newsletter article ï August 2020 
 

Winston Churchill reportedly said, ñwe make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we 

give.ò According to Churchill then, our lives are defined less by what we have gotten and more by what 

we give away. 

 

Our Lordôs life is defined in this way. He gave completely of Himself for us. He became man for us. He 

taught the truth of Godôs Word. He healed those with many and various diseases. He died the death that 

we deserve because of sin. He gave of Himself in order to save us from sin, death, and hell. So it is that by 

giving completely of Himself, He got us for Himself, making us citizens of His eternal kingdom by grace.  

 

As it was for Jesus, so it is also for us. We get more from giving than we do from simply getting. Giving 

softens our hearts and frees us from the worries of this world and making a living. For when we are 

singularly focused on making a living, we are singularly focused on what we get.  

 

That mindset begins to bleed into all areas of our lives ï our relationships with friends and family, with 

neighbors and coworkers, and with the Lord. It shifts our focus from asking ñHow can I be a friend, 

family member, neighbor, and servant to others?ò to ñWhat have they done for me lately?ò We become 

more selfish instead of selfless.  

 

But, when we give, we do not have less, and we do not become less. We have more and become more. 

Because when we give, we join in the bond of friendship and family, the bond of service to those around 

us out of love for them. And love is the fulfillment of the Law. It is the nature of God Himself, for God is 

Love. Thus, we are participating in the divine nature. As Jesus said, ñIt is more blessed to give than to 

receiveò (Acts 20:35).   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

REMINDERS  
Sunday, August 9 ð Tuesday, August 11 : Rainforest Explores VBS starts.  

There is a time change:  Sunday, August 9 VBS will start at 5:00 pm  to get all children 

registered/signed in. A small meal will be provided because of the earlier start time and will 

go until 8:00 pm. Monday and Tuesdaysõ times will remain the same. 

 
Wednesday, A ugust 12  ð 5:30 pm Parents/Confirmation students meeting   

Grace Feige (Scott & Jill Feige), Olivia & Grace Lindholm (Ryan & Stacy Lindholm), Gavin 

Schneider (Brett & Heidi Schneider), CeCe & Layla Gibney (Jackie Gibney & Byron Conway)  

Kaelie Lindholm (Erik  & Lisa Lindholm).   
 

Wednesday, August 26  ð 4:00 pm First day of Confirmation class & Mid -week classes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2020 C ongregational Statistics  

April ~ May ~ June  
 

Baptized membership      240   
Confirmed membership                                        185 
Households        121 
 

13 Worship Opportunities this Quarter ð 4 Church Services Cancelled due to COVID-19 shut down 
Does not include shut-ins 

Average Sunday attendance this quarter, members     66 
             28% of Baptized members attended per Sunday this quarter 

 

Average Sunday attendance this quarter, members & visitors   74 
[# counted w/visitors from attendance book]  Average # of visitors this quarter   09 

                         4 Special Services ð ALL cancelled due to COVID-19 
 

7 Communion Opportunities this quarter - 2 cancelled due to COVID-19 shut down 
(Our 4 special communion opportunities were cancelled) ~ Does not include shut-ins 

Average attendance members ð 49 or 26% of our communicant membership 
On April 19 & 26, Pastor & the Elders held two Communion opportunities for members as we had not 
had Communion since March 15, 2020. April 19 we had 21 members & 2 visitors; April 26 we had 15 
members. 
 

Sunday School age enrollment: Pre ð 8th Grade: 39 *** 9th ð 12th Grade: 15 = 54 (2 regular visitors)                 
NO STATS ~ CANCELLED DUE TO CORONA VIRUS PANDEMIC 

 

  Official Acts:  
Baptism:  
Jeb Lee Baumberger: Born May 10, 2020 ~ Baptized May 16, 2020 
 

Junior confirmation:  
Brock LeRoy Eppe ~ May 17, 2020 
Ella Rose Fischer ~ May 17, 2020 
Parker Allen Woodrow Gerry ~ May 17, 2020 
Jackson Armin Heidelberger ~ May 17, 2020 
 

Transfer In:  
Charles & Danielle Eppe ~ Emma, Brock, Abigail transferred in from Lake Madison Lutheran 
Church Nunda, SD 
 

Russ Claussen transferred in from St. John Lutheran Church Groton, SD 
 
Transfer Out:  
Richard ñDickò & Arlene DeJabet back to Our Savior Lutheran Church Madison, SD 
 

Released to Non -LCMS Church:  
Wedding:  
 

Funeral:  
Wilbur Eugene Gehrels ï Death: 5/19/2020 ~ Burial: 5/22/2020 



St. Peters Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

UNOFFICIAL 2nd Qtr. Council meeting minutes 
July 16, 2020 

Meeting called to order at 7:08 PM by Shawn Martin.  

Members present: Russ Mendel, Jerry Gehrels, Jeff Arneson, Dave Beeck, Todd Keupp, Pastor 

Welton, Jason Fischer, and Shawn Martin. 

Devotion led by Pastor Welton. 

Financial report: presented by Todd Keupp. 

TreasurersΩ report: presented by Dave Beeck. 

Elders report: presented by Jeff Arneson. 

Trustees report: presented by Jerry Gehrels. 

Stewardship report: presented by Russ Mendel. 

tŀǎǘƻǊǎΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ: presented by Pastor Welton. 

Board of Education: report presented by Jason Fischer. 

Old Business: None 

New Business: Pastor Welton attended a Town Hall meeting where changes coming to the 

Concordia Health Plan were presented. The Church should have the changes for consideration 

by August 3rd. 

Pastor presented the South Dakota District Circuit realignment proposal and we will have an 

opportunity to weigh in on proposed changes. 

Pastor discussed the vacancy in the office of President at the Seminary in St. Louis. The council 

recommends Pastor Murray with a motion by Jeff Arneson and second Jerry Gehrels for this 

recommendation, motion carried. 

The lease on the copier in the office will run out in February 2021 so it is time to start making 

plans on what we should do. 

Council discussed it is time to purchase Pastor a laptop computer, he has been using his 

personal computer and it is getting old. The Council discussed an amount of $1000 to $1500 

dollars for the new computer if that is possible.  

Jason reported VBS is coming up and the Congregation is still in need of a Music director. 

Motion by Todd Keupp and second by Jerry Gehrels to adjourn, motion carried at 8:35 PM. The 

ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊΦ 

Submitted by: Dan Alfson 

  



St. Peters Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

UNOFFICIAL 2nd Qtr. Voters meeting minutes 
July 19, 2020 

President Shawn Martin called to order the Voters meeting of St. Peters LCMS at 10:30am 

on July 19, 2020, at St. Peters fellowship hall. 

Attendance: Dave Beeck, Scott Feige, Mike Tammen, Mark Limmer, Mikeal Tammen, Alex 

Tammen, Kasey Gehrels, Terry Reck, Ted Lindholm, Russ Mendel, Pastor Welton, Todd 

Keupp, Carrol Olson, Shawn Martin, Mike Lindholm, Matt Tweet, Brett Martin, Drew 

Hemmer, Gale Maas, Kory Reck, Russ Claussen. 

Pastor Welton opened with Devotion and Prayer. 

No Minutes provided from the April Meeting 

Financial Report: Presented by Todd Keupp 

Treasurers Report: Presented by Dave Beeck 

Board of Education: Presented by Scott Feige. Scott provided an update on VBS progress, 

and also, Covid concerns. 

Trustees Report: Presented by Russ Mendel. There was a toilet replaced, and Jerry will 

get scaffolding to start repairs on the Fellowship Hall sheetrock. 

Pastors Report: Presented by Pastor Welton. Pastor mentioned attendance numbers are 

low because of Covid. 

Elders Report: Presented by Mike Tammen.  

Motion by Russ Mendel, second by Mark Limmer, to accept the baptism of Jeb Lee 

Baumburger; motion carries.  

Motion by Kory Reck, second by Gale Maas, to accept Junior Confirmations of Brock Eppe, 

Ella Fischer, Parker Gerry, Jackson Heidelberger; motion carries.  

Motion by Terry Reck, second by Russ Mendel, to accept the transfer in of the Eppe 

family. Charles, Danielle, Emma, Brock, Abigail, from Lake Madison Lutheran Church in 

Nunda, South Dakota. Motion carries.  

Motion by Mike Lindholm, second by Kory Reck, to accept the transfer in of Russ Claussen 

ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ƛƴ DǊƻǘƻƴΣ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀΦ  aƻǘƛƻƴ /ŀǊǊƛŜǎΦ 



Motion by Kory Reck, second by Kasey Gehrels, to accept the transfer out of Richard and 

Arlene DeJebet to Our Savior Lutheran Church in Madison, South Dakota. Motion carries. 
 

Old Business: None 
 

New Business: Pastor Welton provided an explanation of the electoral circuit of the LCMS 

district divisions. 
 

Shawn Martin mentioned discussions with the Council about the upcoming lease 

expiration for the Church copier, and that they are exploring options.  
 

Motion by Todd Keupp, second by Kory Reck to purchase a new computer for Pastor 

Welton with Council approval; motion carries. 
 

Terry Reck mentioned he wants to have the youth group organize recently found pictures 

of the Church and members in a binder. 
 

Motion by Kory Reck, second by Mike Tammen, to purchase a binder to display the 

pictures; motion carries. 
 

Todd Keupp moved to adjourn; second by Gale Maas. Time 11:30 AM. 

Submitted by Dan Alfson. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2nd Quarter Offerings 
General Fund $45,384.29 Building Fund $1,260.00          Lutherans for Life $175.00 

 

Memorial Fund $175.00  Main Street Living $150.00 Reimbursements $108.00 

 

Alpha Center $50.00 = Total $47,302.29 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


