St. Peter s Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod

November 2020 Newsletter

Enter )
w1thHIllf§1 s IVIH%_
and his courts with ’11@(,
ve t mnks to Him

and ‘praise His name.
For the LORD is good

and His love

endures forever;
His faithfulness continues
through all generations.
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Our Mission Statement:
0Give thanks to the Lord, c al

make known among the nations
what he has done. 6

Psalm 105:1
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Sing Thanksgivings to the Lord
hem thank the LORD for his steadfast | ove
ffer sacrifices of thanksgivi ®8., and tell

Thanksgiving is cominthis month. It might look different from past years because of CQMitD
it will still come. There are lots of things which could be different this year but the theme of being
thankful will still be here. The world recognizes the need to be thankfuiéahings we have: family,
homes, cars, jobs, health, and etc. The world knows most of the time we take these thingtetbaggtan
need to be reminded to slow down and think about them. To help with this the world has created a
holiday called Thanksging. A time when people get together to remember and think about all that they
have.

While it is great to have a day assigned to being thankful for what we have it does nothing to tell
us how we have everything to be thankful for. The world wants us twusselves or other people as the
source for everything we habeit if we are honest we know there is another sduoce where all we
have has com&he Psalmist points us to the true sounce reasothat we have all that we hawd/e are
to see the Loréod, as the source for all that we are given in ousliWe are taunderstand God gives
these things to us not because we deserve them or have earned them but out of His steadfast love for us.
This is part of Godos g¢r aingsorethat wedhavé eventhingfarthisn g H
body and life.

The tone for Thanksgiving in America is a go
Lord provides. We slow down, look around seeing all that we have as a gift from God, anduttmémgre
thanks and praise to God for His continued care for us. We do not give thanks to the Lord by just having
one day Vinere we eat a big meal together and talk about the things we are thankful for. The Psalm tells us
of ways we can be thankful to therdo

We can always give thanks in prayer, but the Psalmist also lists singing songs of joy or
thanksgiving to God for what He has given to us. These do not need to be complicated and some can be
found in our hymnonpages 8829 5. A No w AlMQuaGodd W& SB 895) is short
point. Hear stanza 1, ANow thank we all our God
call to thankfulness with al/ of our being. A Wh
Who fromoumot her s6 arms has bl est us on our way Wit
And brings us to see that we are thankful because God has been the one to bless us from the time of our
birth and helps us to see the ongoing care of God as Gtll ®ir God to this day. With this one stanza
we give thanks to God as the source of all the good things we have in life. No extravagant list necessary
simply summing it up for us to see.

This Thanksgiving will be different. COVID will change the wagany gather and celebrate. Let it
not stop your celebration and giving thanks to the Lord. Pray to Him, give to Him, and sing to Him.

Maybe even sing this hymn of thanksgiving to God this year. For nothing stops God from providing for
His people becausé Blis love for us.

Your Servant in Christ,
Pastor Welton
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Our Father in heaven has claimed us as His own.
sing and His resurrection for our justification, GdektFather has received us back into His family. By
wateri combined with His Word, promise, and Nainthe Holy Spirit has taken up residence in us. We
belong to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He is in us, and we are in Himb&mdy in Him, all things &

ours. In Him, we are richly and abundantly blessed.

Our true treasuris that we belong to the molsioly Trinity, and everything that is Hisrighteousness,
peace, eternal life alsobelongs also to us. Even our temporal treasures are gifts frorathés|y divine
goodness and mercy.

We receive our treasures from Him, and thus, as good stewards of His varied grace, we manage them in
such a way that they may be returned to Him. We bring them to Him, hallowed through prayers of
t hanksgi vi molgWad as a &orifice.s h

Thus, all our possessions, as gifts from God, are also sacrifices t0MHigat to nourish our bodieg/e
share with our family, neighbors, fellow Christians, the pand even our enemies as holy things given
by the holy GodHis temporal gifts are blessings to and forargltheybring blessings upon us even as
they are pressed into His service for His kingdom.

Thus, we place all that we have into Goddés hand
fullness of Hs promises upon us. We give thanks for all that He has done, is doing, and will continue to
do. We give thanks by not taking for ourselves, but, giving to all even as our heavenly Father has given to
us.

As we prepare for the celebrations of Thanksgivingy we all give thanks continually for all that we are
and all that we have because of Godods provident
everything that we have received from God to Him, so that He may bless it and employatgoothof

all 7 even for us. For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance.
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