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What In The World Are We Doing For Lent?!


We are moving to a new season of the church year this month – Lent. Nothing too surprising about here. 
Same thing we do every year. We continue our journey from Christ’s birth on Christmas morning to His death 
and resurrection on Good Friday and Easter Morning. But maybe there are parts of Lent we do not always pay 
attention to or maybe even understand at all. The choice of what we are going to be doing for Lenten Services 
might be one of them. Over the years it might seem almost random the way pastors go about selecting Lenten 
Series and there is some truth to it. But there is a history to what happened during Lent in the church.


In the ancient church, Lent was a time of instruction for those who were wanting to join the church. 
These men and women were called catechumenates or students of the catechism. They would come and meet 
with the pastor at night through Lent and receive teaching in the basics of the Christian faith. As they came to 
Holy Week they would meet nightly to receive and Learn the Lord’s Prayer in preparations for baptism during 
the Easter Vigil on Good Saturday or the day before Easter. On the night of the Easter Vigil, all those who had 
been instructed would come and present themselves reciting the Lord’s Prayer and whatever else was required 
of them and then would be baptized during the service. 


Fast forward to the time of the Reformation. Advent and Lenten services were common, but so were 
daily services in the church. Christians would have a chance to come daily to pray and hear the Word of God in 
the church. Luther gives direction that Lent would be a good time for the pastor to preach and teach on the 
catechism to the whole church, thus giving everyone a chance to be catechized by the pastor each year. 


Following this direction, we here at St. Peter’s have for the last three years worked our way through 
Luther’s Small Catechism as a way to continue our learning of the Small Catechism and growing in our faith. It 
gives me time to teach on some topics which do not always come up on Sunday mornings. 

	 The repercussions of this are the format of the sermons is different from what we normally hear. They 
are less like a traditional sermon and more didactic in nature. Meaning they are meant to be more teaching than 
preaching in their format and nature. This might make it easier to listen to or harder but knowing the format will 
help. With that, I would encourage note-taking on these sermons looking toward learning what we believe, 
teach, and confess on each of the topics covered. 

	 Hopefully, this will be of help as we head into Lent this year and start our Lenten Series looking at the 
Sacraments of the Church. Or those places in which the forgiveness of sins is delivered to us specifically and we 
can find comfort in the assurance of that forgiveness and eternal life. Also, hopefully, it makes the selection of 
topics for Lent a little less random for you. 


  


	  

 


Your Servant in Christ,

Pastor Welton



















From the President..........


	 

	 


THE #1 CHALLENGE IN ENACTING CHANGE

 

In 36 years of ministry (yes, I’ve been a pastor longer than some of you have been alive), I’ve been through two hymnal changes 
when Lutheran Worship came on the scene and then Lutheran Service Book, two carpet color changes in naves, and various staffing 
changes. I’ve dealt with dozens and dozens of changes. 

 

I have learned that the #1 filter that most church members use in evaluating a change is this: “Will I like it? Will it make me 
comfortable? Will it be convenient for me?” 

 

I wish the filter were: “How will it impact the preaching and teaching of God’s Word here?” or “How does this change help us to ‘grow 
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ’ (to quote St. Peter)?” or “How will this change help us to be active in 
‘seeking and saving’ the lost, as ambassadors of Christ?”

 

But instead, not always but too often, it’s: “Will I like it?” 

 

How does this happen in our churches? Well, the sin that is in me – and you – is certainly the culprit. Wretched people that we are! 

 

Rampant individualism is a terrible reality in society today and, regrettably, it is something that wells up in you and me from time to 
time. For this, we must repent.

 

Soon, in the Church Year, we will be walking with our Lord from the Mount of Transfiguration to Jerusalem where He would suffer and 
die. Can you imagine the disciples saying to Jesus, “We don’t like it that you have to go through all that”? “It makes us 
uncomfortable. It’s not convenient for us as your followers.” 

 

I guess we can imagine it, because Scripture testifies that the disciples didn’t like the plan. They questioned it. They even protested 
it. 

 

But Jesus was lovingly relentless. He went the way of the cross. He paid for all sin, including that of the rampant individualism that 
resides deep in our hearts. He rose from the dead, and now lives and rules for all eternity as Lord of the Church and of our lives. He 
gives us His Spirit, and because that Spirit is always working through the Word of God, hearts and minds can change. They can be 
aligned with the will of the Lord.

 

And so, we teach and teach and teach some more. We share the Good News of God’s grace to us in Jesus Christ again and again 
and again. Over time, people change, because the grace that saves us also changes us. More and more, God’s people are led to 
know that it is not to be “What’s in it for me?” when a change is considered in the Church. Rather, they consider the purpose Christian 
churches exist in the first place – to be distributors of Christ’s forgiveness of sins via God’s Means of Grace. To be places of important 
relationships, where we support and encourage and correct each other as brothers and sisters in Christ. Churches exist to equip 
God’s people to serve others in their various estates in life – as family members and workers and citizens. And churches exist for the 
sake of those who are not yet a part of the Church; we share the Gospel with those who do not yet believe the Good News. And the 
Spirit takes it from there. Because of Him alone, miraculous changes can occur: the blind see and the dead are made alive.


And less miraculous changes can happen, too! Some folks will see that the change from red carpet to gray really isn’t all that 
important, and they’ll quit raising a stink about it. And some (hopefully many) will see that the change from a red or blue hymnal to a 
maroon one is good for us as we worship the God of our salvation.

 

--Rev. Scott Sailer

District President
















Parents of Bible History and Confirmation Students,


Camp Comeca information is here! We will be going May 31st, - June 2nd, 2022. The Cost will be $161 which will include 
travel, lunch on May 31st at Pizza Ranch and the Camp. The Theme is A Good Conscience. There are sign-up sheets and 
supply lists at the back of the sanctuary. Please have registration back to pastor no later than April 24, 2022. We look 
forward to taking the students again to camp. 


MARCH WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES




Terry & Carol Feldmann March 14, 1969



MARCH BIRTHDAYS


  

Kayla Welton Mar 2, 1986

Julie Delfs Mar 3, 1968

Louis Lindholm Mar 3, 1990

Myranda Moad Mar 3, 2001

Ashes Dean Mar 4, 1989

Brennex Feige Mar 6, 2019

Verl Uthe Mar 6, 1938

Deb Graf Mar 8, 1952

Joslyn Baumberger Mar 10, 2013

Kayla Dean Mar 10, 1991

Virginia Heidelberger Mar 10, 1949

Lee Limmer Mar 10, 1951

Paisley Olinger Mar 14, 2019

Kasey Gehrels Mar 15, 1987

Shirley Zimmer Mar 16, 1943

Jane Rentz Mar 17, 1940

Mindy Olinger Mar 18, 1992

Emily Breck Mar 19, 1996

Kolter Gehrels Mar 20, 2014

Tarri Minor Mar 20, 1962

Eric Milbrandt Mar 24, 1994

Mandie Miller Mar 25, 1993

Jim DeVaney Mar 26, 1952

Bret Martin Mar 29, 1993

Janessa Baumberger Mar 31, 2015



MARCH BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS

Liz Tammen Mar 1, 1946

Myranda Moad Mar 3, 2003

Stacy Lindholm Mar 5, 1989

Landen McManus Mar 6, 2011

Nathan Gerry Mar 9, 2003

Nora Baumberger Mar 11, 2018

Tara McManus Mar 11, 1982

Lori Hansen Mar 14, 1985

Carrol Olson Mar 14, 1943

Joslyn Baumberger Mar 17, 2013

Ted Lindholm Mar 17, 1946

Paisley Olinger Mar 17, 2019

Amy Lindholm Mar 19, 1967

Kayla Welton Mar 23, 1986

Brennex Feige Mar 24, 2019

Deb Graf Mar 27, 1952

Kasey Gehrels Mar 29, 1985

Kolter Gehrels Mar 30, 2014

Emily Breck Mar 31, 1996



To read the Bible in one year:

SUGGESTED BIBLE READINGS FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH


	     DATE FIRST READING SECOND READING

March 1 Isaiah 64:1-9 Numbers 16-18

March 2 Psalm 85 Numbers 19-21

March 3 Psalm 86 Numbers 22-24

March 4 Psalm 87 Numbers 25-27

March 5 Psalm 88 Numbers 28-30

March 6 Psalm 89 Numbers 31-33

March 7 Psalm 90 Numbers 34-36

March 8 Psalm 91 Deuteronomy 1-3

March 9 Psalm 92 Deuteronomy 4-6

March 10 Psalm 93 Deuteronomy 7-9

March 11 Psalm 94 Deuteronomy 10-12

March 12 Psalm 95 Deuteronomy 13-15

March 13 Psalm 96 Deuteronomy 16-18

March 14 Psalm 97 Deuteronomy 19-21

March 15 Psalm 98 Deuteronomy 22-24

March 16 Psalm 99 Deuteronomy 25-27

March 17 Psalm 100 Deuteronomy 28-30

March 18 Psalm 101 Deuteronomy 31-34

March 19 Psalm 102 Luke 1

March 20 Psalm 103 Luke 2-3

March 21 Psalm 104 Luke 4-5

March 22 Psalm 105 Luke 6-7

March 23 Psalm 106 Luke 8-9

March 24 Psalm 107 Luke 10-11

March 25 Psalm 108 Luke 12-13



March 26 Psalm 109 Luke 14-15

March 27 Psalm 110 Luke 16-17

March 28 Psalm 111 Luke 18-19

March 29 Psalm 112 Luke 20-21

March 30 Psalm 113 Luke 22

March 31 Isaiah 64:1-9 Luke 23-24


